
Proposed Reporting Framework for NPS Natural Resource Condition Assessments: 
Adapted from “The State of the Nation’s Ecosystems” Initiative (Heinz Center, 2008)

Tailored to park-specific needs  
and circumstances

Park Level Flexibility:

Park selects primary 
reporting areas

Tailored to park-specific needs  
and circumstances

Natural Resources
Past History

Human Influences

Natural Resource Condition Assessment – Reporting Areas:

• Park Wide
• Watersheds or Ecosystem Types
• Management Overlays  (optional)

Indicators, Measures, Data Indicators, Measures, Data Indicators, Measures, Data Indicators, Measures, Data

INDICATORS

MAJOR REPORTING CATEGORIES

Landscape Condition Context Supporting Environment
(park land, water, air resources)

Biological Integrity
(park biotic conditions)

Specialized Themes / Topics
(optional)

Physical, Chemical, and
Land Use/Land Cover Related

Conditions and Processes

Species, Communities,
Ecological Processes

Surrounding Area Resources,
Conditions or Patterns that

Help Interpret Park Conditions

E.g.: Ecosystem Services or
Other Park Resources and

Resource Values

ECOSYSTEM CHARACTERISTICS & VALUED RESOURCE ATTRIBUTES

• Considers Regional / Landscape Context and Historic Condition Influences
• Summarizes Current Natural Resource Conditions, Risk Factors, and Critical Data Gaps by Park Areas

Can rename major categories  
(if intent & purpose is preserved)

Rightmost category is optional
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