Desert Fish Habitat Pa

rtnership

DFHP’s Project Chosen for NFHAP’s
10 “Waters to Watch”

The National Fish Habitat Action Plan (NFHAP) has un-
veiled the 2011 10 “Waters to Watch” list, a collection of
rivers, streams, estuaries , watershed systems and shores
that will benefit from strategic conservation efforts to pro-
tect, restore or enhance their current condition.

These waters represent a snapshot of this year’s larger vol-
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untary habitat conservation efforts in progress. These and
other locally driven conservation projects are prioritized
and implemented by regional Fish Habitat Partnerships
(FHP) that have formed throughout the country to imple-
ment the NFHAP.

Bringing together
people and
organizations with a
common interest
in voluntary
conservation of desert

The Myton Diversion Fish Passage project is on the fishes and their habitats

Duchesne River near Myton, UT, and is expected to re-
store connectivity to populations of flannelmouth sucker,
bluehead sucker, and roundtail chub existing above and
below the diversion and to allow movement upstream of
Colorado pikeminnow. The DFHP is providing financial as-
sistance because the project supports the DFHP’s purpose
which is, “to conserve aquatic habitat in the arid West for
desert fishes...”
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Desert Fish Habitat Partnership 2007-2010 Report Now Available

The DFHP is pleased to release its first re-  Fish Passage Project, Fairbank and Soda

port for years 2007-2010. Springs Habitat Restoration Project, and up-
coming projects.

The report is a summary of DFHP’s mile-

stones, the framework for strategic conser- If you would like an electronic copy or a hard

vation of desert fish and accomplishments to copy of the DFHP 2007-2010 Report, please

date. Highlights include Red Rock Cienega contact DFHP coordinator, Kayla Barrett.

Habitat Restoration Project, Myton Diversion

DFHP Projects to Receive Funding for 2011

In 2001, the US Fish and Wildlife Service will provide $3,392,600 for cost shared projects
that address priorities of Fish Habitat Partnerships organized under the National Fish
Habitat Action Plan. In a response to a December 2010 request, Regions submitted 135
projects requesting $6.7 million on behalf of 17 recognized Fish Habitat Partnerships.

The complete project list includes at least one project from each National Fish Habitat
Partnership totaling 85 projects in 35 states, with partner contributions of $9.85 million, a
ratio of nearly 3:1.

The DFHP’s top four ranked projects were included in NFHAP’s Fiscal Year 2011 Ap-
proved Project List. Projects include: Phantom Lake Springs Cienega Habitat Restora-
tion project in Texas (USFWS Region 2), which will modify the existing cienega to make it
larger, more natural, more reliable, and will establish temporary captive stocks of four of
the five species of concern; The Mud Springs Fish Introduction and Habitat Protection pro-
jectin Arizona (USFWS Region 2), which will install a fence around Mud Springs to pro-
tect it from cattle and unauthorized cross-country vehicles, install a pipe and trough to pro-
vide water to cattle outside of fence, and introduce two endangered fish species, the de-
sert pupfish and Gila topminnow; The Mountain View Creek Nonnative Species Barrier
project in Nevada (USFWS Region 8), : ; z
which will design and construct a bar-
rier that prevents or slows the invasion g
of nonnatives; and the Moapa dace %
Apcar Box Culvert project in Nevada ,
(USFWS Region 8), which will replace
the current culvert with a box culvert,
thus will remove a velocity barrier and
restore connectivity to this portion of
Moapa dace habitat.

Phantom Lake Springs in Texas.
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DFHP Gets Opportunity to Comment on Fish Habitat Assessment

Report

The National Fish Habitat Board has re-
leased a first-of-its-kind status of fish habi-
tats in the United States report as envi-
sioned in the National Fish Habitat Action
Plan, an effort to protect, restore and en-
hance our nation’s aquatic habitats. The
report titled Through a Fish’s Eye: The
Status of Fish Habitats In The United States
2010 summarizes the results of an unprece-
dented, nationwide assessment of the hu-
man effects on fish habitat in the rivers and
estuaries of the United States.

The DFHP members had suggested com-
ments on The Status of Fish Habitats in the
United States 2010 report extensively over
the past year. Once the final draft was
available for review, DFHP and other Fish
Habitat Partnerships were asked to suggest
any formatting edits. Some of DFHP’s sug-

gestions were that the report include more
text with desert fish pictures and more fresh-
water pictures. The final draft document
was approved by the NFHAP Board and the
official announcement of the report came
out during the Jim Range National Casting
Call Event on 14 April 2011 in Washington
DC. The report will hopefully get people
aware of fish and fish habitat issues.

The Through a Fish’s Eye: The Status of
Fish Habitats in the United States 2010 re-
port is available at www.fishhabitat.org or
you can download the pdf at
http://fishhabitat.org/images/documents/fish
habitatreport_012611.pdf . If you would like
a hardcopy, please contact DFHP coordina-
tor, Kayla Barrett.
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DFHP Bylaws Are Complete

The Desert Fish Habitat Partnership’s Krissy Wilson (Utah Division of Wildlife Resources)
and Scott Grunder (Idaho Department of Fish and Game) has completed the DFHP’s by-

laws. The bylaws include details on the mission, membership, organization, and proce-

dures of the DFHP.

The bylaws will be incorporated into the DFHP’s Strategic Plan and Framework.

Partnership Activities

Kayla Barrett, DFHP Coordinator, worked
with Tom Busiahn, NFHAP Coordinator, to
ensure all DFHP performance measures for
2011 selected projects were included in the
US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
Fisheries Operating Needs System (FONS).

Kayla Barrett worked with USFWS Region 6
staff and DFHP members to submit a cli-
mate-related conservation story to be high-
lighted in USFWS’s The Climate of Conser-
vation in America: 50 stories in 50 states.

Kayla Barrett displayed a DFHP informa-
tional booth at the AZ/NM Chapter American
Fisheries Society-The Wildlife Society Meet-
ing in Pinetop, Arizona, 3-5 February 2011.

Federal Co-Chair, Stephanie
Carman (Bureau of Land Man-
agement) represented DFHP at
the NFHAP Board Meeting in
Arlington, Virginia on 12-13 April.
Stephanie was also able to
socialize with the Board and
other FHPs at the Fishing for the
Future reception and National ‘
Casting Call, where NFHAP’s 10 [fa
“Waters to Watch” were an-
nounced.

The DFHP partnered with the
Heinz Center and BLM to submit
a letter of intent for the Associa-

DFHP members, NFHAP Board Members, and others at the Jim Range National

tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Multi-state
Grants Program. The project would bring
together DFHP partners to determine the
availability, needs, and targets for monitoring
spring and cienega systems. The partners
will hear by the end of June 2011 concerning
this funding opportunity and are seeking oth-
ers as well.

The DFHP, in coordination with the NFHAP
and other FHPs, is developing project brand-
ing guidance in order to more fully under-
stand and represent the extent of ongoing
partnership projects. To get more informa-
tion about this effort, contact Stephanie Car-
man or Jeremy Voeltz.

Casting Call Event in Washington, DC.
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Call for Assistance on Ad Hoc Committees

If any member of either the Steering or Executive committees or At-Large Council would like
to participate on a DFHP Ad hoc committee, please contact the DFHP coordinator, Kayla Bar-
rett. Listed below are the current Ad hoc committees and members that will welcome more
participants.

e Science and Data (Dan Dauwalter-Chair, John Wullschleger, Gary Garrett, Jeanette
Haegele, and Jon Sjéberg)

o Review of 2011 RFP Process (Jeff Sorensen, Jeanette Haegele, Jennifer Fowler-Propst
and Kayla Barrett)

o Development of New DFHP Website (Kayla Barrett and Jodi Whittier)

o Outreach and Education (Kayla Barrett, Heidi Blasius, and Megan Bean)

Call for At-Large Council Members

DFHP invites anyone who is not on the DFHP Steering or Executive Committee to partici-
pate on the At-Large Council. This allows you to participate on the DFHP teleconfer-
ences, attend the annual meeting, and participate on Ad hoc committees. The only activ-
ity that you cannot participate in, as an At-Large Council member, is voting. If you are
interested, please contact the DFHP Coordinator.

NFHAP NEWS {i

NATIONAL ©

FISH HABITAT

ACTION PLAN

The National Fish Habitat Actlon Plan announced their 10 “Waters to Watch” in April 2011.
The Fish Habitat Partnership’s that were selected with waters to watch are Desert Fish
Habitat Partnership, Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership, Great Lakes Basin Fish
Habitat Partnership, Southeastern Aquatic Resources Partnership, Eastern Brook Trout
Joint Venture, Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership, Western Native Trout Initiative,
and Hawaii Fish Habitat Partnership.

Congratulations to Maureen Gallagher (Midwest National Fish Habitat Partnership Coordi-
nator for the US Fish and Wildlife Service), Mark Johnson (District Manager, Coos Bay Dis-
trict Office, Bureau of Land Management), Andy DuPont (Glen Lake Association), Dr. Ste-
ven Brown (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association) for receiving National Fish
Habitat Awards for 2011.
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FUN NEWS

The Desert Fish Habitat Partnership has a Facebook page! If you are not one of the
500 million users on Facebook, you should be. The DFHP Facebook page has public
friendly information posted, pictures, DFHP Newsletters, RFPs, reports, and much
more. As of April, the DFHP Facebook page has been viewed 4,110 times and has
been viewed in 5 countries. So check us out because | know it is something that every-
one will “like.”

Congratulations to DFHP’s Jon Sjéberg (Nevada Department of Wildlife) for receiving a
Certificate of Appreciation from the National Fish Passage Program (FPP) for assisting
with the FPP projects funded or completed in southern Nevada, two of which are DFHP
projects: Ash Meadows Fairbanks and Soda Springs and Apcar box culvert replace-
ment. This award was presented at the NFHAP Board Meeting by Bryan Arroyo,
USFWS Acting Director for Fisheries and Habitat Conservation.

Upcoming Events

2011 National Conference on Engineering and Ecohydrology for

Fish Passage

27-29 June 2011, Amherst, MA

Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Meeting

15-20 July 2011, Big Sky, MT

NFHAP Board Meeting
26-27 July 2011, Madison, WI

American Fisheries Society 141st Annual Meeting

4-8 September 2011, Seattle, WA




Volume 1, No. 3 Page 7

For More Information:

Kayla Barrett, Desert Fish Habitat Partnership Coordinator
kayla_barrett@fws.gov

P.O. Box 39

Pinetop, AZ 85935

928-338-4288

Jeff Sorensen, State Co-Chair
Arizona Game and Fish Department
jsorensen@azgfd.gov
623-236-7740

Stephanie Carman, Federal Co-Chair
Bureau of Land Management
scarman@blm.gov

202-912-7404

www.nature.nps.gov/water/DFH_partnership.cfm
To learn more about the Desert Fish Habitat Partnership, please visit our
website.

www.facebook.com

To view DFHP photos, download documents, and learn more, visit the DFHP

Facebook page.
NATIONAL ©
51 O RS
ACTION PLAN
www.fishhabitat.org ==~

To learn more about Fish Habitat Partnerships, please visit the National
Fish Habitat Action Plan website.

DFHP Purpose: To conserve aquatic habitat in the arid West for desert fishes and
the American people by protecting, restoring and enhancing these unique habitats
in cooperation with and in support of, state fish and wildlife agencies, federal
agencies, Native American tribes, conservation organizations, and individuals.
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