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Bi ol ogi st’s hopes ran high in 2002 for breeding California condors in
Grand Canyon National Park (GRCA). In March, follow ng nonths of
observations of courtship displays, nest investigations and
preparations, CGRCA Biologists confirned that two pairs of condors were
nesting just off the South RRmclearly visible to biologists and the
very interested visiting public. A volunteer Nestwatch Program was
organi zed including over twenty volunteers fromacross the state. They
recorded incubation shifts and foragi ng behavi or of the four adult
birds fromsunrise to sunset. As incubation for condors is

approxi nately 60 days, the staff had an opportunity for the first tine
to coll ect behavioral data on condors nesting in the Arizona wilds.

Vol unt eers kept detailed records on each incubation shift for both the
mal es and females. As the nests were facing each other on opposite
cliffs, nestwatching becane an interpretive event that allowed visitors
to have contact with biologists and view nest caves with provided
scopes and binoculars. As nid-Muy approached, just days from hatchi ng,
condor incubation shifts abruptly ceased for both pairs, indicating
nest fail ures.

Dangling froma 200-foot rope with a 400-foot sheer drop bel ow, rangers
entered one of the caves. There, they retrieved eggshell fragnents and
both Pl ei stocene era and historic bone fragments. This suggests that
condors have utilized this particular cave for three periods in
history. Although challenges still face the program such as

i ntentional shootings and | ead contam nant issues, hope renmins high
for the 2003 breedi ng season as four pairs nature to breedi ng age.
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