
Formation of the Earth
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Modern humans                         

Extinction of large
  mammals and birds             

Large carnivores              
Whales and apes                 

Early primates                          

Placental mammals                

Early flowering plants 

First mammals
Flying reptiles

Coal-forming forests diminish

Coal-forming swamps
Sharks abundant
First reptiles

Mass extinction
First amphibians
First forests (evergreens)

First land plants
Mass extinction
First primitive fish
Trilobite maximum
Rise of corals

First multicelled organisms   

Jellyfish fossil (~670 mya)

Early bacteria and algae

Origin of life

0.01

Mass extinction

Paleogene
(PG)Te
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Basin-and-Range extension (W)

Elko Orogeny (W)
Breakup of Pangaea begins

Sonoma Orogeny (W)

Supercontinent Pangaea intact

Ouachita Orogeny (S)

Ancestral Rocky Mountains (W)

Antler Orogeny (W)

Acadian Orogeny (E-NE)

Taconic Orogeny (E-NE)

Avalonian Orogeny (NE)

Extensive oceans cover most of 
  proto-North America (Laurentia)

First iron deposits

Abundant carbonate rocks

Oldest moon rocks 
  (4–4.6 billion years ago)

Formation of Earth’s crust

Oldest known Earth rocks
   (~3.96 billion years ago)

Formation of early supercontinent
Grenville Orogeny (E)

Cascade volcanoes (W)

Ice ages

Sierra Nevada Mountains (W)

Linking of North and South 
  America

Laramide Orogeny ends (W)

Nevadan Orogeny (W)

Sevier Orogeny (W)

Laramide Orogeny (W)

Alleghany (Appalachian)
  Orogeny (E)

Supercontinent rifted apart

Western Interior Seaway (W)

Early shelled organisms

252.2 Mass extinction

North American Events           Life Forms

Mass extinction


