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Presentation Notes
Est in 1962 by the Sect of the Int under authority of the Historic Sites Act

Prog administered by the NPS
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NNLs… 

• Natural areas recognized 
for their outstanding 
biological and/or 
geological features 
 

• Designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior 
 

• Under public and private 
ownership  
 
 

 

Torrey Pines State Reserve, CA (Photo © Eric Grimm) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is a NNL?

These are natural areas that have been given the designation as nationally sig in recognition that the site contains outstanding examples of biol &/or geol features

Sites are desig for specific natural features and these features are considered some of the best remaining examples

Some sites are designated for sig biol features, others for sig geol features and some sites have both biol and geol that are sig

A unique aspect of NNL desig is that is occurs on lands of any ownership
~50% publicly owned
~32% privately owned
Remaining 18% are a mix of public and private ownership

The NNLP is the only natural areas program of natl scope that recog biol and geol features in both public and private ownership
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Garden of the Gods, Colorado 

• 596 NNL Sites 
 

• 60% of sites include recognition of 
geologic resources (1° & 2° features) 
– Geologic processes, products & history 

Photo © Justin Miller 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This partnership allows the NPS to be an advocate for the site, however, the cons of NNL res occurs only because of the voluntary commitment by NNL owners

Although I’ll show you later in this presentation how we can help support those voluntary efforts
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Landmark Designation 

• is NOT a land withdrawal 
 

• does NOT change ownership of the site 
 

• does NOT necessitate public access 
 

• does NOT dictate land use activities 
Valley of Fire, Nevada Photo © Laura Vu 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some important points regarding landmark designation is that it is not a land withdrawal and does not change the ownership of the site

Desig also does not require public access
There are many privately-owned NNL sites that for a variety of reasons are not open to the public and this is something that is honored by the NNLP

Finally, landmark desig does not dictate land use
The NPS does not mandate mgmt of the site or the res nor does it impose any new land use activities or restrictions
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Landmark Designation 

• Highlights presence of significant natural resources 

• Tool for land-use planning (NEPA) 
 

• Creates and cultivates conservation partnerships 

Ship Rock, New Mexico Photo © Steven W.  Martin 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What landmark desig does do is that is highlights sites that contain sig nat res 

This information then provides a tool to help inform wise decision-making in land use planning

This is typically done thru project review as required by NEPA

NEPA requires that projects needing a fed permit or are federally funded complete an analysis of the environmental impacts of the proposed project

During this review process, planners should specifically consider any potential impacts to NNL site res & look at alts to avoid or min impacts

Finally, landmark desig creates a partnership btn the landowner and the NPS
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Supporting Conservation 
(Promote Geologic Heritage) 

• Technical assistance 
 

• Assisting with small grants 
 

• Advocacy and raising awareness 

Drumheller Channels, Washington Photo © Tom Foster 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Any NNL landowner or manager can request assistance from the NPS and some of the ways we can provide support LO’s in their cons efforts include tech assistance…

And to help give a better idea of what these may look like I will provide some examples of each of the types of conservation support
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• June 2006, NPS Geologists provide 
assessment of site condition and management 
recommendations 

Technical Assistance 

Morrison-Golden Fossil Areas, Colorado Photo © Benjamin Pardini 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In June 2006, we requested the expertise of 2 NPS geologists to assess the condition of the site and to provide both short- and long-term recommendations.

The NPS geologists determined that if no action was taken more tracks would be lost and that the central track area will likely fail in a series of progressive slides.  

They also provided 4 mgmt options including an assessment off the effectiveness of each option.  A few of the options included patching the trackway with concrete, or salvaging the remaining surface rock and moving the material to an indoor facility, or building a climate controlled structure over the site.

Based on the report, the FODR have made the decision to pursue the last action option of having a structure built over the site.

The NPS tech assist provided to the site has give them credible expertise from outside their group and has helped to inform and provide support for their decision.  It has also helped provide leverage and justification as they begin raising funds for a structure
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Small Grants 

NPS Challenge 
Cost Share 
Program 

National Park 
Foundation 
Impact Grants 
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Advocacy 

Mauna Kea, Hawaii 

• Providing comments through NEPA process 
 

• Notifying other agencies & organizations about 
presence of NNL sites 

Photo © Pablo McCloud 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finally, I’ll address some of the ways the NNLP raises awareness about NNL resources and the NNLP

One of the ways we raise awareness of NNL site res is by providing comments thru the NEPA process.  Sometimes we are directly involved in the discussion of alternatives or mitigation and document review and sometimes, it is providing information about NNL sites near proposed projects during project planning.

We will also pro-actively provide other agencies and organizations about the locations and sig of NNL sites.  Typically these organizations don’t own or specifically manage lands so they aren’t NNL owners but they are involved in projects in diff ways.  This includes state-wide project reviews done by the state natural heritage programs or the ACOE as they are involved in permitting for large scale projects such as pipelines, or FHWA as for their involvement in highway construction projects on a large-scale

Because of our notifying these orgs, they have added NNLs as a check box in their screening forms for their initial project review. If a situation arises where a NNL may be impacted, we can then work with them to eval potential impacts and to look at possible alternatives or mitigation
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• NNL website 
• Annual NNL photo contest 
• 50th Anniversary 

Raising Awareness 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the ways we raise awareness about the NNLP includes the NNL website.  This is a visual format of the National Registry of Natural Landmarks and displays very brief site description and photo for each designated site.  Website also has basic program info, FAQs and contact info

We also raise public awareness of the program through our annual NNL photo contest and calendar

This has been a really successful project, it has been a great way to increase visibility for the program and nice way to highlight some of the great NNL sites

We will be conducting our 5th annual contest next year
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