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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of my duties as a field office geologist is paleontology coordinator. One of my major areas of responsibility is the Garden park Fossil Area is located on BLM lands north of Canon City-Colorado.  The area was a stage for the infamous bone wars of Cope and Marsh.  Several significant dinosaurs came from this area and they are on display at the Smithsonian, Cleveland and, Denver Museum of Natural History.  We are still finding fossils out there today.  The BLM recognizes this as a significant paleontological resource and has designated it as an ACEC (Harley discussed this earlier) a BLM special management plan that takes into consideration the special resources in the area.  The BLM has also committed to several other designations in this area that complement BLM’s management plan for the area.  Colorado Natural Area, and the National Natural Landmark program.  BLM has several partners that rely heavily on volunteers to assist with management in this area—not just paleontology but also wildlife, recreation groups. Designations support partnerships and can provide funding opportunities.    
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Presentation Notes
The Garden park Fossil area is part of a larger geologic landscape that has been designated a Colorado Scenic and Historic Byway, this is a larger group primarily consisting of business owners and City and county representatives that are located in communities along the byway.  The Goldbelt byway is a larger more diverse umbrella organization that is supported by many of the same organizations that the BLM works with in the Garden park Fossil Area. The mission of the Gold Belt Tour Byway Association:  is to improve the appearance and increase the historical awareness of the Byway.  They also want to support the rural, small-town lifestyle including open spaces and a healthy natural environment while recognizing the importance of traditional businesses and industries. The Gold Belt Tour Byway Association is administered by a board of directors with representation from all areas in which the Byway is located as well as members of the various industries and entities along the routes.The Byway is currently working to preserve open space and viewsheds on private lands through the use of conservation easements with various agencies.  They provide technical expertise in applying for grants and will often serve as an administrator for smaller organizations that don’t have the capability to do so.  The byway association has supported several restoration efforts for historic properties along the byway.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goldbelt byway includes numerous outstanding geologic features that span 1.8 billion years in a relatively small geographic area and it includes multiple areas where fossils were first described.  In the summer of 2010 this area was being considered for the proposed US Geopark program, the US is not currently a part of the global Geopark network.  I had the opportunity to work with Wesley Hill of the GSA and Herb Meyer of Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument.  We worked with a subcommittee of the the Goldbelt byway, that included Jane Mannon from CC&V, toward submitting a letter of intent to apply to the proposed Geopark program.  Herb and I had summer seasonals that we donated to the cause and we came up with a fairly Comprehensive background assessment of all of the individual sites.  The application includes site maps, landownerships, justification of geologic significance demonstrating that this area is one unified geoheritage area--We had a lot of good discussion and came up with a list of ..concerns about the geopark program that I believe would be useful to this group here……  



Geopark & Goldbelt Byway 
Very Similar goals 

 
Geopark 
• Stimulate local economic activities and growth while protecting the 

resource through sustainable development 
 

Goldbelt byway 
• Works to improve the appearance and increase the historical awareness 

of the Byway.  They also want to support the rural, small-town lifestyle 
including open spaces and a healthy natural environment while 
recognizing the importance of traditional businesses and industries.  

• They bring together  a diverse group of partners, private landowners, 
public landowners, business owners, and mining companies  
 

 

Royal G
orge Field O

ffice 



Benefits & Concerns 
 

• Highlight geologic significance 
• International recognition is attractive, attracting Geopark 

visitors  
•  Participation in joint initiatives such as communication, 

publications, exchange of information, participation in 
meetings and common projects 
 

• Not all entities within the landscape want to participate 
• UN involvement is not the ‘norm’ in the US 
• Funding  is always a concern 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I think we can apply these more broadly than the Geopark



Options 

• Continue  pursuing Geopark designation 
• Leave the Goldbelt Byway alone! 
• Enhance the byway objectives with  Geologic 

Heritage Story 
• Pursue another type of designation 
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