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There were many confli do with 
the 500 km2 devastated area 

surrounding the volcano.
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Devastating Impacts to Natural Resource Management and Local Timber-Based Economy



Mount St. Helens National Volcanic 
Monument 

Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument                
created on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest                       

(Public Law 97-243 – August 26, 1982) 

• Acquire all lands by donation, land exchange, or purchase. 

• Protect natural features and processes.

• Provide for recreation, public safety, and scientific research. 



Monument Map 
 

44,700 hectares 

Substantial federal investment in roads, trails and visitor facilities            
benefits tourism and a struggling post-eruption economy. 



Message Based Interpretation 
is an effective tool for reaching 
diverse audiences.

Effective programs are active, engaging, and 
capture the hearts and minds of visitors .

Mount St. Helens, 1980

Development of dynamic, visitor-centered interpretive program 
provides quality experiences and ensures visitor satisfaction.



Strong science partnerships are key 
to incorporating exciting science 
discovery in exhibits and programs.       



3rd Annual Mount St. Helens Weed Rodeo – June 28, 2008 

Get Involved.  Become a Volcano Volunteer 

Volunteers are Key to Sustainable Programs 



Mount St. Helens National 
Volcanic Monument

Adjacent Multiple Use Public and Private 
Lands Pose Interesting Mgmt Challenges



Natural Features and Research Opportunities 
Protected within Administratively Closed Area 
On-Trail Entry Only (except by permit)

   Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument



State Highway Closed and Visitor Center Evacuated

© Assoc Press

   ”Stuff Happens”   2004 Eruption Response Poses Unique Challenges  

   Global Media Event Strains Local Resources

Progressive Area Closures Around the Volcano Thousands Gather Outside Boundary to Wait for Eruption



              Mount St. Helens Science and Learning Center  
Connecting People with Nature through Science, the Arts, and Adventure Recreation 

Coalition of Scientists, Educators and Non-Profit Partners                                                                 
are Working to Repurpose Closed Coldwater Ridge Visitor Center 



Proposed Field Camp for Scientists and Educators                              
Five-Year Philanthropic Campaign to Finance Construction and Supporting Endowment                                        
Sample Structures—Preliminary Concept Only 

Picnic Shelter 

Propane Fire Pit 

CXT Restroom Building 

Cabins 



 Programs Offered by Collaborating Non-Profit Partner (Mount St. Helens Institute) 

Volcano Explorers 

Teacher’s Workshops 

Student Activities 

     Ecological Research Experiences for High School Students             Youth Stream Team 



New – Under Construction



Stay tuned . . . our adventure continues. . .

Thank you.

Contact:  Peter Frenzen, Monument Scientist 
               (360) 449-7835 pfrenzen@fs.fed.us 


