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One of four corners (sacred mountains) for the Dineh (Navajo people) 
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Drawing from 1869 Hayden Survey 
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Ute Indians 



Highway of Legends 



Red Rocks amphitheatre 



The Colorado Natural Areas Program (CNAP) is dedicated to protecting 
the best natural features in Colorado. By working cooperatively, CNAP 
works to conserve the ecosystems, species, geology and fossils that are 
'uniquely Colorado'. 

 

The Natural Areas Act 
The Colorado Natural Areas Act of 1977 provides necessary guidelines to 
ensure Colorado's natural heritage through the identification, registration, 
designation and protection of qualified natural areas of statewide 
significance. 

Colorado Natural Areas Program (CNAP) 

http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/AboutCNAP/TheNaturalAreasAct


Colorado Designated Natural Areas Having Outstanding Geologic Resources: 
Site County Period/Epoch 

(million years ago) 
Feature 

Geneva Basin Iron Fens Clear Creek   Limonite ledges and terraces found only at iron 
fens 

Slumgullion Earthflow Hinsdale Recent 300-700 years Major earthflows over 4 miles in length 

East Sand Dunes Jackson Pleistocene .01-1.6 Active cold-climate dunes rare in North America 

Irish Canyon Moffat Pleistocene .01-1.6 Excellent example of pirated stream valley 

Gunnison Gravels Mesa Pleistocene 1-1.5 Gravel deposits that are key to tracing the history 
of the Gunnison and Colorado rivers 

Elephant Rocks Rio Grande Oligocene - about 28 Excellent exposure of eroded volcanic ash of the 
Fish Canyon Tuff formation 

Needle Rock Delta Oligocene - about 28 Volcanic neck over 800' high 

Wheeler Mineral/Sagu. Oligocene - about 28 Strikingly eroded lava and ash flows 

Mini-Wheeler Fremont Oligocene - 29+ Unusual remnants of a 1,200 sq mile volcanic ash 
flow 

Pyramid Rock Mesa Eocene/Paleocene 50-60 Wasatch formation landmark 

Roxborough Douglas Cretaceous to Precambrian 60-600 Massive erosional remnants of sedimentary 
formations. 

Limestone Ridge Moffat Cretaceous to Precambrian 60-600 Exposures of E. Unita Mtn. geology 

Blue Mtn. Fault Larimer Permian 250-280 Clear example of drape/drag faulting 

Gateway Palisade Mesa Permian 250-280 2000' Wingate sandstone monolith 

Cross Mtn. Canyon Moffat Mississippian 320-360 Exhumed horst with 200' vertical limestone cliffs 

Dome Rock Teller Precambrian 600+ Massive exfoliating granite outcrops 

Escalante Canyon Delta & Montrose Precambrian to Cretaceous 60-600+ 1300ft deep canyon 

Rough Canyon Mesa Sequence of geologic events not 
fully understood 

Classical faulted monocline of the Bangs Canyon 
Fault-Ladder Creek Monocline 

http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/GenevaBasinIronFens.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/SlumgullionEarthflow.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/EastSandDunes.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/IrishCanyon.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/GunnisonGravels.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/ElephantRocks.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/NeedleRock.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/WheelerGeologic.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/MiniWheeler.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/PyramidRock.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/Roxborough.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/LimestoneRidge.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/BlueMountain.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/GatewayPalisade.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/CrossMountain.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/DomeRock.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/EscalanteCanyon.aspx
http://www.parks.state.co.us/NaturalResources/CNAP/NaturalAreasInfo/AlphabeticalListing/Pages/RoughCanyon.aspx


Colorado’s Youngest Lava Flow 



Dotsero Destruction 



Dotsero Destruction 





Journey Through Time Geopark 

West Elk Laccolith Geopark 

Spanish Peaks Igneous Geopark 

Rio Grande River Volcanic Geopark 

Mount Sopris Geopark 
Mount Elbert Glacial Geopark 

Leadville Mining Geopark 

Pikes Peak Geopark 

Western San Juan  Geopark 

Rio Grande Volcanic Geopark 

Western Colorado Dinosaur Geopark 

Goldbelt Geopark 

Uncompahgre Salt Anticline Geopark 

Prairie to Peaks Geopark 

14 Potential GeoParks in Colorado 
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