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P sclence

to protect the best possible geosites to-allow
present and future study and research:of
Earth's history

» education

to promote formal-and:informal education;of
geosciences to raise society-awareness of
geodiversity.

» planning

to give managers-and administrators
information-and-tools to include-in-nature
conservation strategies and land-use: planning

» sustainable tourism

to promote the development of tourism in less
developed regions raising the income of local
communities - geotourism
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Geosites inventory —I

List of geosites sorted by
values and vulnerability

Object |
Value
Setting
Use

Methodology to apply Managenl}lent of geological

eritage

Legal protection

Criteria for the geosites Conseryation
selection Valuing

Interpretation
| Monitoring

Scientific value Educational value Touristic value

Representativeness Teaching potential Scenic beauty
Integrity Geological diversity Touristic potential
Rarity Acessibility Acessibility

Scientific knowledge Safety Safety
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» scientific associations (all
geosciences domains)

» universities

» national geological
Surveys

» national-agencies related
with nature conservation
and land-use planning
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the European experience

psince 1993

» 36 national groups i
» national and regional geoheritage inventories

» European geological:frameworks

» Workshops: & conferences

» publications
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» United Kingdom
» Spain
» Portugal

final remarks




geoconservation is an emergent geoscience getting an
increasing attention of geoscientists, teachers and other
professionals, institutions, and general public;

many countries are implementing geoconservation
strategies and national programs, namely geoparks;

a national geoheritage program is a multifaceted
endeavor, including legislation, science, education,
outreach,...

a national geoheritage inventorying is the first step to
guarantee a successful conservation and management of
the most relevant American geosites;

the definition of geological frameworks can be a solution
to overcome US particularities.
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