
Partnership Project Proposal

Project Name: Pine Mountain/Flint River Conservation Corridor   
Georgia Ecoregion: Piedmont
Purpose: Protect and restore ecological integrity scenic vistas and unique habitats.  Also increase compatible recreation opportunities through formation of a coalition of stake holders in the Pine mountain and Flint River region.
Description:  Locational information-Callaway property east into Upson county;  North along the Flint River to Joe Kurz WMA; South to the Fall Line.
Ecological significance-Wharton recommends this area to be a Natural Landmark and is one of the three most outstanding sites in the Piedmont of eastern America considering community and species diversity; endemic, rare and disjunct species; edaphics, topography and geology.  Historically, Roosevelt owned considerable amount of land and fished in this area.  He died at his home in this area called The Little Whitehouse.  Planning Framework–there are currently some stakeholders who can benefit for coordinating their efforts.  Other info explaining why this area was selected-identifed in a high priority area by all efforts identified at this conference; additionally, is in need of restoration, conservation of water quality for aquatic habitat and for other areas downstream, is threatened by development in the form of residential and potential dam.  Federally endangered mussels are found here.
Project Goals:  

· Preserve biodiversity by restoration (using coordinated fire management, restoring offsite pine plantations to native longleaf pine) 

· Reduce threat of fragmentation (through more permanent types of protection) 

·  Extend Pine Mountain Trail to link other existing recreational opportunities such as canoe camping
· Protect water quality 

Strategies to Achieve Goals:

· Identify and contact stakeholders (Callaway Gardens, TNC, NPS   ) 

·  Education and outreach regarding intent of this project ( printed materials, media releases, public meetings, etc. )
·  Raise in priority for TNC Portfolio Sites
·  Coordinate with Ft. Benning and Flint River projects also from this workshop
Opportunities & Obstacles:

· Obstacles/Challenges-working with diverse landowners 

·         - funding

- finding energized stakeholders                                                                       - existing fragmentation

·  Opportunities - historic natural communities still in tact
·      - existing network protected areas

·      - some landowners have large holdings

·      - multiple potential funding sources
·      - natural vegetation primarily intact

Team Members, Affiliation, Related Priorities, Value Added & Gained:

Audubon-Jim Wilson
Ft. Benning (TNC) - Wade Harrison and Mal Hodges
Callaway-Luanne Creighton

Boy Scout Camp Thunder - ? ? ? 

State Park- Cindy Reittinger, or local park manager

National Park- Little Whitehouse - 

US FWS – Sandy Abbot (Ft. Benning)

GA Wildlife Resources – Matt Elliott, Game Management person
GA State DOT – Ben Dickerson
Pine Mountain Trail Association – 

Georgia Canoeing Association – 

Local Chambers of Commerce (increased recreation)

Next Steps, Timeline, and Responsibilities:  Tasks to Advance the Project

	Task
	Due Date
	Lead 
	Resources Needed

	Get buy-in for Matt’s participation as coordinator
	End of August  
	Matt Elliott
	

	Contact potential stakeholders
	March 2006
	Matt Elliott
	Contact info

	Prioritize funding options
NPS internal; Section 6; 

(future State Wildlife Grants)
	March 2006
(Aug 2006)
	Stakeholders
	

	Determine education and organizational strategies
	Dec 2006
	Stakeholders
	Clerical, GIS help,
Public affairs, funds and locations for meetings

	Prescribed fire plans
	Dec 2006
	Nathan Klaus
	

	Draft map of project area
	2007
	DNR, TNC
	

	
	
	
	


By 2010 
- completed biological survey




- purchases and conservation agreements



- some plans by Pine Mountain Trail Association implemented
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