Partnership Project Proposal

Project Name: Aquatic invertebrate inventory needs                                     South Carolina Ecoregion: statewide
Champion: Jennifer Price
Purpose: increase knowledge on rare species, prioritize land conservation areas, monitor watershed health, learn more about habitats and life histories of little known species
Description: surveys, and habitat modeling at the landscape and microhabitat scale
Framework:
Project Goals:  

· Develop mussel inventories in the following priority areas: Edisto Basin, Savannah River Basin 
·  Add support for statewide stream survey (currently underway & focusing primarily on fish) to include a stronger invertebrate component (mussels and snails)
·  Inventory burrowing crayfish in isolated and ephemeral wetlands as well as at terrestrial sites
Strategies to Achieve Goals:

·  Contact EPA regarding funding from wetlands inventory initiative
·  Seek additional funding from NPS, USFS, USFWS preserves
·  Work with state parks, and NGO lands (Audubon), to facilitate collection of specimens
Opportunities & Obstacles:

·  Lack of taxonomic expertise (few people who may be retiring or graduating)
·   Difficulty in finding funding, and hiring new staff, exisiting staff dedicated to this effort has limited time and taxonomic expertise
Team Members, Affiliation, Related Priorities, Value Added & Gained:

Milo Pyne-Durham, NC & Jay Cordiero-Boston (NatureServe), TNC-Eric Krueger
Next Steps, Timeline, and Responsibilities:  Tasks to Advance the Project

	Task
	Due Date
	Lead 
	Resources Needed

	Contact EPA, National Parks Service (Joe Divivo-Atlanta), USFWS (wildlife preserves), USFS, TNC, International Paper
	11/1/05
	J. Price
	Facilitate making specific contacts (M. Pyne)

	Continue to develop additional specific proposals
	3/1/05
	J. Price
	

	Attend regional USGS meeting
	???
	J. Price
	USGS will try to find funding

	Follow up with Norman Brunswig regarding collection of specimens
	10/1/05
	J. Price
	

	Discuss the possibility of specimen collection (snails and crayfish) with State Parks staff
	11/1/05
	J. Price
	Help from state parks staff
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