
Partnership Project Proposal

Project Name:  Longleaf Demonstration Network

Georgia Ecoregion: East Gulf Coastal  Plain

Purpose:   Evaluate restoration of Longleaf pine ecosystem through slow conversion of offsite pine plantations.

Description:  A conceptual partnership/study plan to implement ecosystem restoration of plantation pines led by the Jones Research Center and including (but not limited to) DNR, GFC, TNC, Ft. Benning and NPS lands.

Project Goals:  

*  Demonstrate long term resoration of long leaf pine and in plantation settings

* Study ecosystem restoration in response to pine plantations species, plantation age, harvest techniques, soil types and mid-story treatments.

* Evaluate economic costs/benefits of longleaf conversion/conservation.

Strategies to Achieve Goals:

· Secure funding 

· Convene research group. 

· Develop modular study design for forest sampling

·  Select sample study sites

Opportunities & Obstacles:

   Opportunities

    * Effect long leaf restoration efforts across the southeast. 

  Obstacles

· Funding

· Coordinating data collection and associated quality control issues related to large scale data collection.

· Long term data management/maintenance of sampling and treatment regimes.

Team Members, Affiliation, Related Priorities, Value Added & Gained:

To Be Determined:   Jones Research Center, TNC, DNR, USFWS, Longleaf Alliance, GA Forestry Commission, Ft. Benning, private landowners. 

Next Steps, Timeline, and Responsibilities:  Tasks to Advance the Project
PAGE  
2

