
Local Government Breakout Group

Project Name: 
Encourage land use planning on the county/local government level as a venue to encourage the conservation of natural resources
Partnership project description and champion: 
Who will be the champion?
Lead will depend on the region

Don Sheriff – Mecklenberg Co.

Jeff Marcus – Pee Dee R. watershed (Anson and Richmond Counties)

Anna Huckabee Smith – Wake, Orange, Durham Counties

Goal: Encourage land use planning to facilitate conservation of natural resources
Identify scope

Piedmont region

Greater Charlotte

Triangle

Pee Dee Watershed

Research success stories in other areas to determine best way to go about it.

Survey them for their use of data to develop a starting point.

How far along in the land use planning process?

What data/analyses do you use?

What data/analyses do you need?

Deliverables:

Get local governments jump-started to planning land use for the future with the intent to encourage the inclusion of conservation of natural resources along with other concerns such as:
Economic Growth

Local Interests (agriculture, fisheries, industrial?)

Conservation of natural resources (species, habitats, ecosystems)

Develop a blueprint/framework/methodology to guide similar efforts in other areas.
Compilation of lessons learned, pitfalls, considerations, etc.

Precedent: Projects in Mecklenberg and Triangle are already initated
Partnership Goals:

Bring local governments together to help plan development in their areas
Encourage relationships between conservation organizations and local governments

State association of county governments
General Notes:

How do we consolidate all the methods of prioritization (i.e., conservation GIS data)?

Data Clearinghouse?

Cons – can be difficult to interpret so many layers at once

Consolidate data – 

Needs to be analyzed from the perspective of local planners

Need to investigate how to compile the information so it would be useful for local gov’ts

Local gov’ts want data in a parcel level analysis – but this is often too much detail to make any long 

Want to encourage proactive action on a bigger scale (not parcel by parcel)

Where do we want to encourage development?

Where do we want to discourage development?

Local gov’ts can react in two different ways to the realization of the presence of sensitive species/ecosystems.

Land use planning

NC One Map and One NC Naturally do a good job of porting data to the general public, but it is like drinking from a fire hose

How to make this data digestible to local governments?

“Bridge” Coordinator

6 month project to get things off the ground, then use individual consultants to continue work?

Traveling workshop?

Survey local governments to see what data they need

Land use planning needs assessment should be done

Do this on a county level


