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Recommended readings in biodiversity
By Glenn E. Plumb

THE GLOSSARY OF E. O. WIL
son’s 1992 book, The Diversity of 
Life, identified more than 200 key 

terms and notable individuals important to 
a cogent discussion and understanding of 
the evolution of biodiversity. By 2008 the 
glossary of Chivian and Bernstein’s Sus
taining Life: How Human Health Depends 
on Biodiversity (see McNeely et al. 2008 
and Pimm et al. 2008 for the reference) 
conveyed recent growth in biodiversity 
science through its more than 1,600 impor
tant terms and concepts. The commentary 
by Plumb et al. in this volume (see pages 
14–16) also discusses the extent to which 
scientific narrative about biodiversity has 
proliferated in recent years. Within this 
growing scientific literature, the following 
recommended readings represent a very 
small, though satisfying, selection that 
may be of interest to the readers of Park 
Science, and address basic concepts and 
principles, syntheses and integrated states 
of knowledge, nexuses with evolution, and 
specific considerations across different 
ecosystem types.
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