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Preserving nature, round two

RICHARD WEST SELLARS'S INFLUENTIAL 1997 BOOK 
Preserving nature in the national parks: A history has been reis-
sued. Called “a landmark in NPS historical treatises” by Robert 
C. Pavlik of the Yosemite Association, the new edition is updated 
with a new preface and epilogue that extend the story from the 
1995 NPS reorganization, where it had ended, through the Janu-
ary 2009 change in presidential administration.

As most Park Science readers 
will remember, Preserving na-
ture traces the clash of values 
between traditional scenery-
and-tourism management and 
emerging ecological manage-
ment concepts in America’s 
national parks. In the epilogue 
of the new edition, retired 
NPS historian Sellars contrasts 
shortsighted and long-term 
management of national parks.

Sellars analyzes a variety of 
resource concerns, policies, 
and initiatives that were in 
favor only for a brief time owing to the changing and sometimes 
contradictory infl uences of “a presidential administration, a new 
Congress, the tenure of [an NPS] director or secretary of the 
interior,” and others. He then describes the development and 
impact of the Natural Resource Challenge on national park man-
agement, concluding that although “it never achieved the funding 
and staffi  ng levels needed for ecologically sound management 
of a national park system totaling more than eighty-four million 
acres, the Service has institutionalized a robust natural resource 
management program.” Finally, Sellars assesses the Challenge as 
“a farsighted program of proven quality, but one that needs politi-
cal and bureaucratic stability and steadfast support to survive and 
remain eff ective.” The epilogue reminds us that perpetuating the 
Challenge or “some future similarly aggressive science-based en-
deavor depends most fundamentally on how much the American 
public values preserved national parks—landscapes kept intact 
both scenically and ecologically to the extent possible.”
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Science policy recommendations reissued in 
illustrated volume

YOU MAY HAVE MISSED PUBLICATION of National Park 
Service Science in the 21st century when it fi rst appeared online 
only as a plain-looking PDF document in March 2004. This brief 
report of the National Parks Science Committee to the National 
Park System Advisory Board has been reissued as a full-color, 
small-format (i.e., 7 × 10 inch) booklet that serves as a handsome 
companion to the 2001 advisory board report Rethinking the 
national parks for the 21st century. Limited quantities are available 
in print, and the PDF version is available for downloading (see 
below).

This second edition, 42-page booklet retains the original text but 
features 20 color photographs and captions that illustrate the 
main themes of the report: (1) managing natural systems in the 
21st century, (2) a review of the Natural Resource Challenge, and 
as the subtitle states (3) future directions for science and resource 
management in the national parks. Additionally, main points are 
excerpted in large-type display quotes throughout the volume. It 
is a relatively quick and worthwhile read at 7,600 words.

Contributors to the report are Sylvia A. Earle (National Geo-
graphic Society), Robert S. Chandler (NPS, retired), Larry Madin 
(Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute), Shirley M. Malcom 
(American Association for the Advancement of Science), Gary 
Paul Nabhan (Center for Sustainable Environments, Northern 
Arizona University), Peter Raven (Missouri Botanical Gardens), 
and Edward O. Wilson (Harvard University).

The illustrated, print edition is available upon request from Jeff  
Selleck (jeff _selleck@nps.gov) 
while supplies last. Addition-
ally, the PDF is available for 
downloading in two formats: 
one for screen viewing and 
e-mailing (http://www.nature.
nps.gov/scienceresearch/
ScienceCommitteeReport2nd
Edition.pdf) and a higher-
quality version for printing on 
a color offi  ce printer (http://
www.nature.nps.gov/
scienceresearch/Science
CommitteeReport2nd
Edition_offi  ce_printer.pdf).
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