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behavior appears to be learned rather than innate” (Osborn, p. 
64).

But learning by doing can be problematic for many juvenile 
condors who are not equipped to survive in the wild without 
guidance. Every story in the book may have a silver lining, but 
every silver lining seems to have a cloud: Readers are amused by 
the descriptions of condor play, which ultimately contributes to 
motor and sensory development, but frustrated by their selection 
of toys (i.e., trash), which they ingest and ultimately regurgitate 
to their young. Their natural curiosity and intelligence makes 
them extremely interesting but can equate to life-threatening 
“bad behavior,” often making hazing an integral part of wildlife 
management. The condors’ attraction to activity, commotion, and 
crowds, which perhaps resemble herds or congregating animals 
where births and deaths (i.e., available food) occur, makes  Grand 
Canyon’s South Rim the most reliable place on Earth to see Cali-
fornia condor in the wild, but also puts the birds in proximity to 
potentially dangerous situations that may defeat their safe return 
to the wild.

As the book jacket states, Condors in canyon country is “a must-
read for anyone passionate about endangered species and what 
humankind can do to save them.” The book takes a subtly scien-
tifi c approach and addresses many scientifi c inquiries: Did con-
dors have a continuous presence in the  Grand Canyon between 
the Pleistocene Epoch and historic times? What are the causes of 
decline? How do scientists maximize the genetic diversity remain-
ing in an extremely small population for successful breeding? 
What is the signifi cance of double- and triple-clutching? What 
technologies are the most appropriate for tracking condors? What 
factors inhibit the survival of condors in the wild? So caught up 
in hoping for the survival of “a creature so utterly captivating, so 
highly treasured, so nearly lost” (Osborn, p. 2), readers may not 
realize that their scientifi c questions are being answered.
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 Yellowstone’s rebirth by fi re

THROUGH INTERPRETIVE PROSE AND LAVISH PHOTOGRAPHS, 
 Yellowstone’s rebirth by fi re: Rising from the ashes of the 1988 
wildfi res revisits the “awesome and bewildering summer that 
compelled people to look at the element of fi re in a new way” 
(Reinhart 2008, p. 12). The book reveals the “burning legacy” 
of  Yellowstone through chapters on the history of fi re in the 
park, the meteorological and political climate of summer 1988, a 
timeline of the “biggest days” of that year’s fi re season, personal 
stories of people who experienced the fi res, and an inspirational 
conclusion that rekindles old memories and inspires new con-
fi dence in a changing landscape. In the book, Research Ecolo-
gist Don Despain says, “the amount and breadth of … research 
was the most important outcome of the 1988  Yellowstone fi res” 
(p. 88). Although the author certainly recognizes the signifi -
cance of the opportunity for research, the book, unfortunately, 
does not live up to the expectations touted in the promotional 
materials—“exploring the science behind the burning questions 
of 1988.” Scientists fl ocked to  Yellowstone National Park to study 
fi re during this rare opportunity of such large proportions; they 
conducted more than 250 scientifi c investigations of fi re and its 
eff ects. Although the scientifi c counterpoints made in the “Myths 
and Science: Toward a New  Yellowstone” chapter demystify many 
1988 predictions and assumptions, perhaps Reinhart’s next book 
will truly explore and probe the science of “rebirth by fi re” by 
also relating these scientifi c and scientists’ stories.
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