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From the Guest Editors

A legacy of science for national parks

The Canon National The Canon National 
Parks Science Scholars Parks Science Scholars 
Program:Program:  

AN URGENT NEED THROUGHOUT THE AMERICAS and the 
world is to better understand how to preserve the natural and cultural 
resources of national parks for future generations. Hence, educating and 
preparing the next generation of conservation scientists is a vital respon-
sibility. These scientists will learn, discover, invent, and create solutions 
to preserve national parks in the 21st century. In 1997, Canon U.S.A., Inc., 
the National Park Service (NPS), and the American Association for the 

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 
CA

N
O

N
 N

AT
IO

N
A

L 
PA

RK
S 

SC
IE

N
CE

 S
CH

O
LA

RS
 P

RO
G

RA
M



to science. They also highlight the stresses that parks face in a changing 
world. The articles from these two sections cover a breadth of scientifi c 
disciplines that would never be brought together at traditional scientifi c 
conferences.

The articles in the social/cultural sciences emphasize the importance 
of people in the preservation and management of national parks. While 
research on park visitors has become more common, equally signifi cant 
is research that focuses on park employees, partners, and local residents 
(present and past). The articles in this section exemplify these topics. 

The articles about technology innovation in support of conserva-
tion illustrate how contemporary park research and management activi-
ties can substantially benefi t from scientifi c advances in technology fi elds 
not traditionally associated with national parks.

Conclusion
For more than a decade, the Canon National Parks Science Scholars 

Program encouraged graduate students to conduct research important to 
the future of national parks. Many Canon Scholars are now teaching and 
mentoring a new generation of conservation scientists. The program’s 
legacy is signifi cant yet not fully realized. The need to expand the role of 
science in national parks continues, and we hope that support for ad-
ditional national parks science scholars will continue in the future. This 
special issue of Park Science illustrates the diversity of scientifi c talent that 
is both needed and available to meet the equally diverse challenges of 
park management and conservation now and in the future.

The guest editors thank Michael Soukup, former associate direc-
tor, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science, National Park Service 
(retired), and Shirley Malcom, director, Education and Human Resources 
Programs, American Association for the Advancement of Science, for 
their extraordinary commitment to the success of the Canon Scholars 
and training the next generation of conservation scientists. We also ex-
press our gratitude to the Canon U.S.A., Inc., executives and employees 
who so enthusiastically supported the program.

—Jean E. McKendry, Andrew G. Bunn, Patricia Illoldi-Rangel, and Gary E. Machlis
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science and related cultural research for park planning, 
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