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AWARD-WINNING PUBLICATION BRINGS
TOGETHER PARK AND PARTNERS

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), National Park
Service (NPS), Association of Earth Science Editors
(AESE), and Rocky Mountain Nature Association
(RMNA) celebrated an award-winning partnership
in Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado, on 28
September 2005. The partners had received a First
Place National Association of Government
Communicators Blue Pencil Award for the colorful
publication, Guide to Roadside Geologic Exploration
Around Estes Park, Colorado (see photos). Jim Cole,
USGS research geologist, is the author of the book,
which the U.S. Geological Survey produced and the
Association of Earth Science Editors published.
Vision Graphics, Inc., printed the popular roadside
guide.

In addition to providing an illustrated guide for a
one-day general geology field trip during the AESE annu-
al meeting, the publication serves as a general-interest
publication that enhances public awareness of local geol-
ogy. The 22-page book presents a series of six self-guided
roadside explorations of earth science topics: mountain
uplift, landscape-scale erosion and weathering, folded
and metamorphosed basement rocks, flash flooding in
mountain valleys, engineering and politics of large water
diversion projects, and glaciation and climate change.

The superintendent of Rocky Mountain National Park,
Vaughn Baker, and the chief of interpretation, Larry

Frederick, participated in the AESE field trip and are
enthusiastic about the book and the geologic lessons it
discusses. The NPS Geologic Resources Division, a sup-
porter of the publication, purchased 1,000 copies for
internal distribution and resale at park visitor centers and
other RMNA sales outlets. The guidebook has spurred
discussion about additional possibilities for enhanced
geologic education between the author and the Rocky
Mountain Nature Association (a nonprofit “friends”
group for the park). In addition, the author is working
with park staff to increase opportunities for geologic
interpretation.
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Jim Cole (right), USGS research geologist and author of Guide to Roadside Geologic
Exploration Around Estes Park, Colorado, received a first place NAGC Blue Pencil
Award in the category of softcover book. Dave Shaver (left), chief of the NPS
Geologic Resources Division, and Larry Frederick (center), chief of interpretation at
Rocky Mountain National Park, help to celebrate the award-winning collaboration
among the U.S. Geological Survey, National Park Service, Association of Earth
Science Editors, and Rocky Mountain Nature Association. NPS/KATIE KELLERLYNN
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Winning publications of NAGC Blue Pencil Awards
exemplify the high standards of individual professional-
ism and public service in government communicators,
like Jim Cole, and promote exchange of ideas with the
public. The 20 award categories for publications honor
the best writing, editing, and graphic design produced by
government communicators or for government agencies.
The awards serve the purpose of the National Association
of Government Communicators by developing among
government leaders, partners, and the public awareness
and understanding of the function of professional com-
municators in fulfilling the public’s right and need to be
informed about governmental activities at every level. In
the case of Guide to Roadside Geologic Exploration
Around Estes Park, Colorado, the public’s enjoyment of
natural resources in national parks is also enhanced.

WORLD CONSERVATION UNION—
AN INTERNATIONAL RESOURCE

The World Conservation Union is a source of informa-
tion and guidance for conservation efforts around the
globe. Formerly known as the International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN),
the organization is the world’s largest conservation net-
work, according to its Web site (http://iucn.org). Its mis-
sion is to “influence, encourage, and assist societies
throughout the world to conserve the integrity and diver-
sity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural
resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable.” The
IUCN brings together 82 states, 111 government agen-
cies, more than 800 nongovernmental organizations, and
10,000 scientists and experts from 181 countries in a
worldwide partnership.

The IUCN’s activities are carried out by six commissions:
•  Ecosystem Management—Guiding the manage-

ment of natural and modified ecosystems
•  Education and Communication—Promoting sus-

tainability through education and communication
•  Environmental, Economic, and Social Policy—

Advising on economic and social factors that affect
natural resources

•  Environmental Law—Advancing environmental
laws and their application

•  Protected Areas—Advising and promoting terrestri-
al and marine reserves, parks, and protected areas

•  Species Survival—Supporting species conservation
and protecting endangered species

Experts in these fields from all over the world share
their experience with local problems and their vision for
global solutions. Thus, the organization produces publi-
cations reflecting an international perspective on the con-
servation issues that concern natural resource managers
worldwide. One relatively recent example is Guidelines

for Planning and Managing Mountain Protected Areas (see
photo), an updated handbook that was the product of a
workshop convened just before the World Parks
Congress of 2003 held in South Africa. The handbook
was synthesized and edited by Lawrence Hamilton, vice-
chair for Mountains, World Commission on Protected
Areas, IUCN; and Linda McMillan, Access and
Conservation Commission of the International
Mountaineering and Climbing Federation (known as
UIAA, Union Internationale des Associations d’Alpinisme).

The book describes the special features of mountain
environments and offers guidelines for designing protect-
ed areas in these steep and remote places where condi-
tions vary greatly with altitude. Such places are reservoirs
of rich biodiversity because of their isolation, variations
of physical geography, and unstable terrain. The hand-
book offers guidelines on the management of biodiversity
within these regions, and also treats conditions other
than those of natural resources that may affect the pro-
tected areas. Mountains are often the boundaries
between political entities, presenting a special set of chal-
lenges for protected areas along borders. One guideline
for a protected area where a watershed is shared, for
example, encourages managers to engage in cross-bound-
ary dialogue about effective watershed management.

The guidelines consider the management of mountain-
ous parks or preserves that straddle international 

WORLD CONSERVATION UNION/IUCN
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