
Sonoran Desert References and Resources, by subject 
 

History and Geology of the Sonoran Desert 
A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert. Steven J. Phillips and Patricia Wentworth 

Comus, editors. Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Press 
 
 
Soils of the Sonoran Desert 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://www.desertusa.com/du_sonoran.html  
http://www.encyclopedia.com/html/section/clay_clayasasoil.asp  

 
 
Plants of the Sonoran Desert 
Epple, Anne Orth. 1995. A Field Guide to the Plants of Arizona, Falcon Publishing, 

Helena, Montana. 
 
Kearney, Thomas, Robert Peebles and collaborators. 1951. Arizona Flora, University of 

California, Berkley. 
 
More, Michael, 1989. Medicinal Plants of the Desert and Canyon West. Museum of New 

Mexico Press. 
 
Belezer, Thomas J., 1984. Roadside Plants of Southern California, Mountain Press 

Publishing Company. 
 
Cloudsey-Thompson, 1977. Man and the Biology of Arid Zones, Edward Arnold Pub. Ltd. 
 
Larson, Peggy and Lane, 1977. The Deserts of the Southwest, Sierra Club Books. 
 
A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert. Steven J. Phillips and Patricia Wentworth 

Comus, editors. Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Press 
 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://helios.bto.ed.ac.uk/bto/desertecology/boojum.htm 
http://www.desertmuseum.org/pollination/bats.php 
http://www.nps.gov/sagu/Saguaros/saguaro.htm 
http://www.readinga-z.com/pages/ra-z/levels/raz_lu01_saguaro_prev.pdf 
http://www.succulent-plant.com/agave.html 
http://www.batcon.org 
http://www.desertmuseum.org/books/nhsd_simmondsiaceae.html 
http://www.desertmuseum.org/books/nhsd_hooved.html 

 
 



Wildlife of the Sonoran Desert 
Stebbins, Robert C. 2003. Peterson Field Guide, Western Reptiles and Amphibians, Third 

Edition. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, New York. 
 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://endangered.fws.gov/esb/2002/03-06/08-11.pdf 
http://www.desertusa.com/magnov97/nov_pap/du_collpecc.html 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/mammals/peccary/Javelinaprintout

.shtml 
http://www.wmonline.com/gamefish/javelina.htm 
http://helios.bto.ed.ac.uk/bto/desertecology/pecker.htm 
http://www.desertusa.com/july96/du_taran.html 
http://www.arizona-leisure.com/the-desert-wild-arachno-side-1.html 
http://www.desertusa.com/mag01/sep/papr/thawk.html 
http://dine.sanjuan.k12.ut.us/heritage/land/animals/bugs/taran_hawk.htm 
http://www.desertusa.com/sep97/du_gilamonster.html 
http://www.whozoo.org/anlife2000/jamiebritt/gilaindexrev.html 
http://www.nashvillezoo.org/gila.htm 
http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/information/Dipodomys_

spectabilis.html 
http://www.desertusa.com/aug96/du_krat.html 
http://www.desertmuseum.org/books/coral_snake.html 
http://www.desertmuseum.org/books/desert_toad.html 

 
 
El Pinacate y Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere Reserve 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://www.puerto-penasco.com/pinacate.html 
http://www.desertinvasion.us/areas/pinacate_res.html 
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Newsroom/NewImages/images.php3?img_id=1

6349 
http://www.planeta.com/ecotravel/mexico/sonoran/pinacate.html 
http://www.nps.gov/grsa/resources/star.htm 

 
 
Tumacácori National Historic Park 
A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert. Steven J. Phillips and Patricia Wentworth 

Comus, editors. Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Press. 
 
Tellman, Barbara, Richard Yarde and Mary G. Wallace. Arizona’s Changing Rivers: How 

people have affected the rivers. 
 
Terry Sprouse and Kerry Schwartz, Water Resources Research Center, University of 

Arizona  



 
 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/land/pubs/ib11text.html#what 
http://www.nps.gov/tuma 
http://www.ag.iastate.edu/centers/iawetlands/Glossary.html 
http://www.desertusa/flora.html 
http://www.audubon.org/campaign/LWCF_AZ.html 

 
 
Development in the Desert 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/swcbd/programs/deserts/ 
 
 
Water Issues 
Laney, N. 1997. Desert Waters: From Ancient Aquifers to Modern Demands. Arizona-

Sonoran Desert Museum Press, Tucson. 
 
Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 

http://www.srpnet.com/water/conservation.aspx 
http://alic.arid.arizona.edu/sonoran/documents/nabhan/db_consumption.html 
http://alic.arid.arizona.edu/sonoran/documents/nabhan/db_agriculture.html 
 

 
Invasive Species 
Werner, Floyd and Carl Olson, 1994. Learning About and Living with Insects of the 

Southwest, Fisher books. 1994. 
 

Web Resources (valid spring 2007) 
http://www.saguaro-juniper.com/i_and_i/invasive_spp/invasive_animals.html 
http://www.main.org/cahbs/biology.htm 
 
 

 
 


