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NatureFest at Congaree National Park
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The 10th annual NatureFest was held April 28-30 at Congaree National Park. NatureFest is a three day celebration of springtime in Congaree National Park, and also serves to commemorate National Park Week and Earth Day. The Old-Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center played a key role in providing educational opportunities for all park visitors throughout the weekend.  
Highlighting Park Research and Outreach 
Twenty-four researchers currently conducting studies at Congaree presented their findings to the more than 600 visitors that attended this year’s event. Investigators representing an incredibly diverse array of expertise conducted indoor and outdoor presentations, led nature walks and provided other field demonstrations highlighting their research. Specific programs included educational talks on bats and butterflies, researcher-guided nature hikes pertaining to rare plants, floodplain forests, and spiders, and exhibit tables focusing on amphibians, crayfish, and geology. Interactive activities were also provided that allowed visitors to participate in radio telemetry and assist with aquatic habitat sampling through electro-fishing. Over half of the presenters during NatureFest were actively conducting research through the Old-Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center.
Research and Adaptive Management
Since its opening in 2004, the Old-Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center at Congaree National Park has hosted and coordinated almost one hundred researchers while supporting over thirty research projects and activities. Data generated with these projects continues to enhance adaptive management of the diverse natural resources within Congaree National Park. The Research and Education Center encourages and facilitates research and learning by providing laboratory and dormitory facilities as well as GIS support. Research priorities target research in environmental change, environmental education, and the enhancement of resource management with GIS technology. The Research and Education Center also provides support and expertise to other parks and partners within the Southeast.
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For more information, please contact:

Bill Hulslander








Theresa Thom
Congaree National Park







Congaree National Park
803-776-4396 x 20 ●   bill_hulslander@nps.gov





803-695-0214 ●   theresa_thom@nps.gov

The Old-Growth Bottomland Forest Research and Education Center is dedicated to understanding the systems and functions of floodplain environments and to monitoring environmental change
Congaree National Park visitors were greeted by the Ivory-billed Woodpecker during the 10th annual NatureFest 2006.














