Bob Waltz

Dr. Robert Waltz, Indiana's state entomologist since 1988 and director of the Department of Natural Resources Division of Entomology and Plant Pathology, was recently honored with the Distinguished Achievement Award in Regulatory
Entomology by the Entomological Society of America. The award is sponsored by the American Nursery and Landscape Association.  The award was presented at the Entomological Society of America and American Phytopathological Society joint meetings.

The award recognizes Waltz' 10 years of work as a regulator in several regional and national committees and programs, including the federal pine shoot beetle quarantine program. DNR Director Larry Macklin praised Waltz: "Bob's thoroughness and dedication to his work as state entomologist is an excellent example of hard-working DNR professionals all over Indiana, and I am proud of him for this achievement." 
Waltz earned a doctorate degree in aquatic entomology from Purdue University in 1986; he is a specialist in the systematics of the small minnow mayflies, which are useful in water quality studies throughout the world.

Dr. Waltz also received his bachelor of science degree in natural resources and environmental sciences at Purdue. His experiences include work as an interpretive naturalist and plant propagator at Hayes Regional Arboretum in Richmond. He also was museum services coordinator at the Thames Science Center in New London Connecticut. While there he headed a National Science Foundation Grant project developing curricula for middle school teachers and students on water quality assessment and use of aquatic organisms to determine water quality.  
Waltz has taught several courses at Purdue and has authored more than 50 scientific articles and book chapters on the systematics of mayflies, springtails, featherwing beetles and caddisflies.  
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