Brock Woods

Brock Woods is Wisconsin's Purple Loosestrife Control Coordinator.  He has an M.S. in Botany, specializing in co-evolution of plants and animals. He worked for the University of Wisconsin (UW) from 1981 to 1993, has been with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) since 1995 and with UW Extension Office for the last several years. Originally hired by WDNR to do research on the efficacy of PL biocontrol, he became active in management of the plant in 1997, especially through biocontrol.  He began recruiting state citizen cooperators at that time for local beetle rearing and release.  The program soon took a decidedly educational approach in conjunction with UW Extension to maximize the long term control of all invasives by making Wisconsin’s citizens and helpers of all ages as knowledgeable as possible.

Since 1997 the program has recruited over 500 citizens to rear and release beetles statewide and they have put out almost 95% of the 4 million biocontrol insects released in Wisconsin to date!  UW Extension also published, "See Cella Chow! A Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol Manual for Educators”, to enable easy education of learners, ages 9 and up.
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