Amy Roda
Dr. Amy L. Roda serves as program scientist at the Invasive Pests          

Management Laboratory in Niles, Michigan. Prior to joining CPHST, Dr. Roda 

studied plant-insect interactions utilizing the latest molecular and       

analytical chemistry technology at the Max Planck Institute for Chemical   

Ecology in Jena, Germany. Dr. Roda received her Ph.D. in Entomology from   

Cornell University, an M.S. in Entomology from Michigan State University   

and a B.A. in Biology/Environmental studies from Kalamazoo College. She    

has an extensive background in basic and applied entomology, ecology,      

insect population dynamics, induced plant defenses and integrated pest     

management. To complement her scientific background, she acquired          

presentation, organizational and program implementation skills as a        

Michigan Cooperative Extension Agent. She also served as an Aquaculture    

Extension Specialist for the United States Peace Corps in Zaire            

(Democratic Republic of the Congo), Central Africa.
Her research has involved using real-time PCR (Taqman), microarrays, cDNA library construction, standard chromatography methods (e.g., LC-MS, HPLC, GC-MS), as well as laboratory and field replicated experiments in alfalfa, apple   

and wild tobacco (Nicotiana attenuata). Dr. Roda will provide project      

leadership for Purple Loosestrife, Pink Hibiscus Mealybug and new projects 

identified by PPQ and CPHST.    
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