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	Volunteers Sought for Purple Loosestrife Data Collection

	

	The Great Lakes Research and Education Center (a part of the National Park Service stationed at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore) and Dr. Beth Middleton (a scientist with the USGS National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette, LA) are searching for volunteers who are willing to donate a small block of time to collect data on the invasive plant species, purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria).  Purple loosestrife is native to Eurasia, but invaded northern North America after accidental introduction in the 1800s. This plant species reduces the biodiversity of wetlands, crowding out other native plants and potentially impacting wildlife.

The Great Lakes Research and Education Center will hold a short volunteer training workshop on Tuesday, August 9, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.  The workshop will be held at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore’s Bailly Ranger Station on Mineral Springs Road in Porter, Indiana, and is free of charge.  Interested persons should call (219)929-1707 or (219)929-1388 by August 4 to register.

This United States Geological Survey research project is sponsored by the Great Lakes Research and Education Center for the purpose of comparing the role of purple loosestrife in its native and invaded habitats. The results of the study will help in efforts to control and predict the future spread of this species. Volunteers are trained to document details about purple loosestrife site locations, collect data on the height and numbers of loosestrife stems, and make a few environmental observations.  To date, people living at many latitudes in North America, Eurasia, and Australia are volunteering to help assess purple loosestrife in their regions.

Volunteers become better informed about the purple loosestrife problem, and have the satisfaction of knowing that they have contributed to a worldwide research program involving people from many countries in Europe, Asia, Australia, and North America (including Canada).  For more information, call (219)929-1707, (219)929-1388, or visit http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/special/purplel/index.htm.
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