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Pacific Islands Network Vital Signs Monitoring Survey:  Results Compilation
This survey is a first step in the Vital Signs monitoring planning process that is outlined in the attached document (”Outline For Vital Signs Monitoring Plan, Pacific Islands Network”).  Our purposes are to ask what you consider to be the most significant resource issues in your park and what the primary threats to those resources might be (considering both known and potential threats).  The “resources/threats” lists will be further refined and prioritized, allowing for additional opportunities for input and review.  To help us assemble background information, we also ask what monitoring is or has been conducted in your park.  For all questions, we give a few examples of issues where the vital signs monitoring program might be helpful.  Because the objective of this survey is to get as many ideas expressed as possible, we encourage you to treat this as a “brain-storming” exercise and not to spend a great deal of time trying to refine your ideas.  Please circulate this to your staff.

Park Name:
American Memorial
1. What are the park’s most significant resources for which information about status and trends is needed?  (E.g., Native koa and ohia forest distribution and health at HAVO, water quality at KAHO, harvested marine fish species at WAPA.)

Coral Reefs (in general)

Wetlands/Mangroves (particularly an inland mangrove wetland -- the only one of it's kind in the Mariana Islands)

Endangered bird species

2. What park resources have regional, or even national significance due to their unique nature, or because they may serve as indicators of regional trends?  (e.g. coral reefs at NPSA, wetland at AMME, endemic forest birds at HALE,)

Coral Reefs: national significance and may be an indicator of global/regional climate change.

Wetlands: nationally protected and home to some endangered bird species

3. Are there particular resources that the park has special mandates, or commitments to protect either by park legislation, in a general management plan, or in other laws or planning documents? (e.g. Federally listed species, water rights, viewsheds, etc.)

Coral Reefs (marine resources) are specifically outlined under several EO.

Wetlands contain endangered species (I don't recall the bird species but it is a warbler) 

4. What, in your opinion, are the greatest current threats to significant park resources? (E.g. trail impacts, subsistence take, illegal harvest, impacts from established alien pests, aircraft noise, etc.)

Reefs: Watershed development/management, tourism, boating marina

Wetlands:  encroaching development, illegal dumping, water quality

5. What are the greatest potential threats to significant park resources? (e.g. incipient alien invaders, anticipated air or water quality changes, climate change, landscape-level changes on adjacent lands, etc.).

Reefs:  Invasive species (particularly algae), development of adjacent lands and watersheds, water quality from a nearby garbage dump, overfishing.

Wetlands:  Chemical contaminants from previous illegal dumping, adjacent development, water quality (groundwater) contamination

6. Are there significant current or planned community or ecosystem restoration projects in the park for which long-term monitoring information is needed? (E.g., prescribed fire restoration activities at HAVO and KAHO, fishpond restoration at KAHO.)

No.  This park has no dedicated NR personnel.  I act in this regard to some extent and Chuck Sayon (AMME Supt.) does what he can but has a very full plate. 

7. We want information produced by the I&M program to be widely interpreted.  What is the best way to make this information available to interpretive staff and the public? (E.g., establish a web site; conduct periodic written or oral briefings, liaison with Learning Center.)

A combination of websites and periodic oral and written briefings by the staff of the park.  Each park will require a different approach.  Brochures, glossy publications, and programs for the public will be important.  Some savvy in media relations should be consulted to give the program a public relations spin.  Involving the public will make raising awareness and funds easier.

8. What natural resource monitoring projects or relevant research have been undertaken in the past or are ongoing now?  Please indicate approximate time spans of the projects and project leaders or principle investigators, if known.  (E.g., rare plant and endangered bird monitoring at HAVO; water quality and waterbird monitoring at KAHO, fruitbat monitoring at NPSA, etc.)

A wetlands survey was conducted last FY; we are awaiting the final report.  This included a predator study for the endangered warbler, GIS mapping, and inventory of plant species.  

Local CNMI agencies currently have a marine monitoring program with sites in the water adjacent to the park.  The park currently has no jurisdiction over the marine resources.

9. Are there other issues you would like considered?  For example, interdisciplinary topics, landscape-level changes, or topics about which you think we need more information to help us further identify important monitoring needs? (E.g., identifying the role of air quality in coral reef health; is ohia forest cover changing above 5,000ft?)

Nothing immediately comes to mind.

10. Identify any opportunities for monitoring partnerships with other agencies, neighboring landowners, universities, etc. that will allow the parks to leverage personnel and funding available for monitoring.  (We want to describe any widely-accepted monitoring efforts used by other agencies in the general region.  We are particularly interested in monitoring that provides the network with opportunities to compare data, put the network’s data in context, and assist in interpretation of data collected in parks).

CNMI has an marine monitoring program in place.  This involves 3 local agencies collecting benthic habitat data and fisheries data.

Please return by Wednesday, May 8 to Darcy Hu; phone 808-985-6092; fax 808 985-6029; 

PO Box 52, Hawaii National Park, HI  96718-0052; or via email.

Name:  Dwayne Minton                 Phone (in case we need clarification):  671-472-7240                         
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